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Selecting a characteristic 
for each user in a plurality 
of users with data 
processing devices. 



Select a group of 

users with 
similar selected 
characteristics. 



Transmit an inquiry to a 
data processing device 
associated with a user in 
the group of users with a 
similar characteristic. 



Receive a 
response from a 
user in the 
group. 




^0^ 




Is Inquiry a 
request for a 
^return signal? 



— Yes- 



Indicate the user's 
data processing 
device's status 
information in an 
electronic address 
book. 



Collect 
responses to the 
inquiry. 



Fig. 8 



